

















NUMBER LX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspay, February the 2ift, 1754. 





Quid domini facient, audent cum talia fures? VIRG. 
To Mr. Fitz-Avam. 


RF all the advantages and fuperiour 
i e excellencies this nation has confef- 

" g2 {edly over many others, I know of 
~ none, to which we may more fairly 
a lay in our claim, than the {pirit of 
yes generofity, which is eminently ex- 
erted amongft us. I queftion whether our great attri- 
bute of bravery deduces more real honour to us, or is 
more defervedly celebrated. But there is a certain limit 
which true valour never exceeds ; and it is from this 
excefs, that a juft diftin@lion is made between courage 
and rafhnefs, magnanimity and fool-hardinefs. In the 
fame manner, liberality differs from profufion. When 
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(thisamiable quality of benevolence is perverted from it’s 
high and noble ufes, when it is applied to no meritori- 
ous fervices, but is degraded into the indifcriminate over- 
flowings of the purfe, the appellation that accompanies 
it, is by no means a defirable part of a chara¢ter. ) 
— Wuar led me into this turn of thinking, was an in- 
cident in one of my morning walks. Pafling by the 
houfe of a noble lord with my friend, he raifed my at- 
tention by affuring me, that, in that houfe he {pent a 
great deal of money every week: and I do not doubt, 
added he, that we fhall in a fhort time be able to 
raife-a very comfortable fubfiftence forthe family. I 
was fomewhat aftonifhed at the eafy freedom of his 
expreffion, and could not help expoftulating with him 
upon the terms he had ufed. He continued his hu- 
mour, and encreafed my admiration by afluring me, 
that he dined there very often, and found his dinners 
more expenfive to him, than in any houfe in London. 
We pay, fays he, as we do at our club at the St. Al- 
ban’s, fo much a head: but as we know the people of 
the houfe very well, and can depend upon their .ho- 
nefty, we do not trouble ourfelves at all with a bill. 
As I was very well convinced his lordfhip kept no ta- 
vern, I began to imagine that my friend, who has na- 
turally a great fhare of wit and vivacity, had a mind to 
impofe upon the belief and ready affent that I always 
pay to his converfation. While I was in this ftate of 
fufpicion, come, fays he, my honeft country gentleman, 
I will explain all the myftery that feems to perplex you ; 
and as you have too good a fpirit to be under an obligation 
to perfons you cannot well make a return to, I will teach 
you how you may pay for your dinner when you dine 
with a duke. You muft know then, that this noble 
lord, like others of his quality, keepsa great number of 


fervants ; which fervants, when you fit down to table, 
his 























No. 60. THE WORLD. 361 


his lordthip out of great complaifance, immediately makes 
over to you ; and they become your fervants, pro tempore, 
They get about you, are very diligent, fetch you what- 
ever you call for, and retire with the table cloth. You 
fee no more of them, till you want to go away. Then 
they are all ready again at your command : and inftead of 
that form which you obferved them ftanding in at table, 
they are drawn into twe lines, right and left, and make 
a lane which you are to pafs through before you can get 
at the door. Now it is your bufinefs to difcharge your 
fervants; and for this purpofe, you are to take out 
your money, and apply it firft on your right hand, then 
on your left, then on your right, and then on your. left 
again, till you find yourfelf in the ftreet. And from 
hence comes that common method, which all regular 
peopie obferve in money-dealings, of paying as you go. 
I know not, continues my friend, fo ridiculous a perfon- 
age as the mafter of the houfe upon thefe occafions. He 
attends you to the door with great ceremony ; but is fo 
confcious of the awkward appearance he muft make as a 
witnefs to the expences of his guefts, that you can ob- 
ferve him placing himfelf in a pofition, that he would 
have it fuppofed conceals from him the inhofpitable 
tranfaCtions that are going on under his roof.. He wears 
the filly look of an innocent man, who has unfortunate- 
ly broke in upon the retirement of two lovers, and is 
ready to affirm with great fimplicity, that he has feen 
nothing. 

I READILY concurred with the obfervations of my 
friend, thanked him for his intelligence, and bleffed my- 
félf that I was that day to dine cheaply at atavern. But 
during my ftay in London, I have been obliged to fall 
in with the cuftoms ofthe place ; and have learnt to my 
coft, that egreffion as well as admiffion, ,muft be pur- 
chafed. I am at length however, with many more of 
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my acquaintance, reduced to a difagreable neceflity of 
feeing my friends very feldom ; becaufe I cannot afford, 
{according to a very juft and fafhionable expreffion) to 
PAY a vifit to them. | 

Every man who has had the misfortune to exceed 
his circumftances, muft, in order to recover himfelf, 
abftain from certain expences, which in the grofs of his 
difburfements, have made the moft formidable articles. 
The ceconomift of the city parts with his country houfe ; 
the {quire difpofes of his hounds; and I keep other 
people's fervants in pay no longer. But having an earneft 
defire of mixing with thofe friends whom an early 
intimacy has moft endeared to me, and preferring the 
focial hours that are {pent at their tables, to moft others 
of my life, I cannot at all times refufe their invitations, 
even though I have nothing for their fervants. And 
here alas! the inconveniences of an empty pocket are as 
ftrongly exhibited as in any cafe of infolvency that I 
know of. Iama marked man. If I afk for beer, Iam 
prefented with a piece of bread. If 1am _ bold enough 
to call for wine, after a delay which would take awa 
it’s relifh were it good, I receive a mixture of the whole 
fideboard in a greafy glafs. If I hold up my plate, no- 
body fees me; fo that Iam forced to eat mutton with 
fifth fauce, and pickles with my apple-pye. 

IopseRvE, there is hardly a cuftom amongtft us, be it 
what it will, that we are not as tenacious and jealous 
of, as of any national privileges. It is from this con- 
fideration, that I expeét rather to fee an encreafe, than 
an abolition of our follies ; an improvement rather than 
achange. I fhould not, therefore, conclude my fub- 
jet, without injuftice to my friend abovementioned, if 
I did not reveal a new method, which, he fays, he in- 
ters to propofe to fome of the leaders of fathions, 
and which he has no doubt, he affures me, of feeing 
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foon in practice. Let every artificer that has contributed 
to raife the houfe you have the honour to dine in, make 
his appearance when the company is going away. Let 
the mafon, the painter, the joiner, the glazier, the up- 
holfterer, &c, arrange themfelves in the fame order as 
the gentlemen in and out of livery do at fuch junctures : 
and let every gueft confider, that he could not have re- 
galed hinifelf that day within his triend’s walls, if it 
had not been for the joint labours of thofe worthy me- 
chanics. Such a generous reflection would produce 
three good effects : liberality would have a frefh and noble 
fubject for it’s exertion ; the tradefmen (a numerous and 
difcontented race) would be fatisfied to their utmoft 
wifhes; nor could the payment of bills, any more than 
of wages, with reafon or propriety, be demanded of the 


matter. I am, fir, 
Your humble fervant, 


O. S. 

THOUGH my ingenious correfpondent has treated this 
fubje€&t with great vivacity and humour, I cannot dif- 
mifs his letter without faying a word or two in favour 
of fervants. . 

Ir is well known that many of them are engaged in 
the fervices of younger brothers, whofe total inattention 
to the payment of wages can only be remedied by the 
bounty of thofe ladies of quality, who are fond of a 
cold chicken at the lodgings of their faid matters. 

Tuart others have the honour to ferve ladies of fath- 
ion; where the card-money at their routs and drums, 
which of right belongs to the fervants, is appropriated 
by many of the faid ladies to the defraying the expences 
of tea, coffee, and-wax candles for the {aid routs and 
drums. 

THAT a very great number are the domettics of per- 
fons of quality, in whofe fervices they have fo little to 
do, from the crowds maintained in them, that they 
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find themfelves under a neceffity of {pending a great part 
of their time in alehoufes and other places of refort, 
where, in imitation of their mafters, they divert them- 
felves with the fafhionable amufements of gaming, 
wenching and drinking ; which amufements, as thev 
are always attended with confiderable expence, require 
more than their bare wages to fupport. 

Tuart others, who live in the city, and are the fervants 
of grocers, haberdafhers, paftry-cooks, oil-men, pewter- 
ers, brokers, taylors, and foforth, have fuch uncertain 
humours to deal with, and fo many airs of quality to 
fubmit to, that their fpirits would be quite broken, but 
for the cordial of vails; which I humbly apprehend they 
have a better title to than any other of the fraternity, as 
the maid fervants in fuch places happen to be as great 
traders as their mafters, and are rarely to be dealt with 
but at extravagant prices. 

TuatT a third part, at leaft, of the whole body of 
fervants in this metropolis, who for certain wife rea- 
fons pafs with their mafters for fingle men, have wives 
and families to maintain in private; and if it be confi- 
dered that the common advantages of fuch fervants, 
without the addition of vails, are too infignificant to fup- 
port the faid wives and families in any degree of ele- 
gance, it is prefumed that their perquifites ought in no- 
wife to be abridged. 

For thefe and many other reafons, too tedious to be 
here fet down, I am not only for continuing the cuftom 
of giving money to fervants, but do alfo publith it as my 
opinion, that in all families where the faid fervants are 
no more in number than a dozen or fifteen, it is mean, 
pitiful and beggarly, in any perfon whatfoever, to pafs 
from table without giving to all. 
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